The Philosophy of Giving at Occoquan Bible Church

The Elders of Occoquan Bible Church have prepared this sheet for you. We hope to answer any questions you might have concerning what the Bible teaches about giving and how those truths are applied at Occoquan Bible Church. We have tried to answer the most commonly asked questions, but would be happy to talk with you individually. We appreciate your interest I this important aspect to being a follower of Christ!

1. Why does Occoquan Bible Church try to maintain such a “low profile” concerning giving?

This one is easy to answer! In talking to hundreds of people in our area, we learned that many people do not attend church out of fear that “All they want is my money!” At OBC, we are more interested in people receiving a gift (eternal life through a personal relationship with Christ) than in giving one. Thus, we don’t want to take any actions that might appear to be manipulating people to give.
2. Since giving is given a “low profile,” does this mean giving isn’t important to Occoquan Bible Church?
On the contrary, we believe that giving is an integral part of the Christian life. It was an important part of the church in the New Testament (Acts 2:44-45; 4:32-37; 11:29-30), and Jesus talked repeatedly about it (Matthew 6:19-24; Mark 12:41-44). The Scriptures teach that giving is an important way to demonstrate our love for Christ. In fact, the Apostle Paul indicated that our gifts are a measure of the sincerity of our commitment (2 Cor. 8:8-9).

3. How much do you expect a person to give?
We believe that the amount a person gives is an individual decision that should be make carefully and prayerfully. The most significant text that addresses this question is 2 Cor. 9:7, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”

Our experience has shown that a person giving too little will be able to sense this and will be dissatisfied, while the person who gives too much (and this can happen) will not be able to give cheerfully. The New Testament does give some other general guidelines for determining how much to give. Our giving should be planned – set aside regularly and in proportion to our income (1 Cor. 16:2), and it should be generous to the point of being sacrificial (Mark 12:41-44; Phil. 4:14-19).

4. What about tithing?

The word tithe indicates the giving of one tenth of a person’s income. In the Old Testament, the people of the nation of Israel gave various tithes each year (3 in all) to support the Temple and their governmental structure. In the early church, as it is described in the New Testament, people went even further to demonstrate their love for God and  each other (Acts 4:32; 2 Cor. 8: 1-5). The New Testament also contains guidelines as described in the last question, but it is significant to note that a single tithe as advocated by many church leaders in not included.

At OBC, some people give less that 10% of their income, while others give significantly more than 10%. We recommend that you study the passages of Scripture listed throughout this sheet and then individually decide on some percentage of your income that you will set aside each pay period for the work of Christ. As you mature in your faith, you will probably desire to increase this figure. God expects us to be growing in every area of our spiritual life, not to achieve perfection instantly. Those who give faithfully discover that God, too, is faithful, and He will enable them to do far more than they ever thought they could (Mal 3:10; 2 Cor. 9:6-15; Eph. 3:20-21).
5. How is the offering money used?

We divide our funding priorities into three areas. In their order of importance, we budget funds for: (1) people, (2) programs, (3) facilities. Our giving provides salaries for our pastoral staff. We also spend money to directly meet needs through our Benevolence Fund. Program funds pay for supplies for our children’s ministry, adult classes, small groups, and publicity, outreach events and a variety of other activities. Finally, facility funds pay for our mortgage, building maintenance, utilities, etc. here on Old Bridge Road.
One more important note: all of Occoquan Bible Church’s financial records (except individual giving records, see #7) are available to its membership or others who may have an interest. Spending is guided by the annual budget, each expenditure is carefully reviewed. The Elders receive detailed monthly reports.
6. What is the procedure for giving to the church?

Offering plates are passed each Sunday morning. Gifts can also be mailed to the church office, 3700 Old Bridge Road, Woodbridge, VA 22192. Offerings can be given in check form, in cash (which should be placed in an envelop with your name on it if you want documentation for the IRS), by way of automatic withdrawal (completed ACH form can be put in the offering plate), or in the form of real property (stocks, bonds, vehicles, or property – We would be happy to discuss the details and tax ramifications with you). We also encourage people to remember the church when they do their estate planning.

7.  Are my gifts tax deductible?

In accordance with IRS regulation 501(c)3, all gifts to Occoquan Bible Church are deductible. All gifts are confidential in that only the bookkeepers have access to giving records – the church leadership does not. At the end of the year, the bookkeepers provide all givers with a written summary of their contributions.
A Final Word

As you have read this, there have been numerous references to “a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.” If you are uncertain about your relationship with Him, we’d like to help! Here is a question to help you evaluate, “If you were to die tonight, are you confident that you would have eternal life?”

If you don’t know, think not, or just “hope so,” please talk to someone at the information table or one of the other leaders here at Occoquan Bible Church. You can know for sure…….

And this is the testimony:

“God has given us eternal life, and his life is in His Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.” (1 John 5:11-13)
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